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What's Light Got to do With it?
Origins and Challenges of Yavan
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Each ruling nation challenges us to refine a different aspect of our
personal and national identity

5) Daniel’s dream (Daniel 7)

Lion- Babylon-Bavel Desire for power.
Worship gods to help obtain power

Bear- Persia- Pras/Madai Desire for bodily pleasure
Worship gods as means to obtain pleasure

Leopard- Greece-Yavan Desire for
honor by defining the world through human understanding
Worship Genius of Man

Beast with iron teeth.- Rome-Edom Desire for destruction.
Insensitive to Worship

6) RISE of YAVAN-GREECE
Enlightenment!
Philosophical exchange, Political thought, Athletic competition,
Arts...Theater, Appreciation of esthetic beauty.

Dark results
Infanticide, adultery, institutionalized prostitution,
celebrated man/boy relations.



What went wrong?
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Yefet is blessed by Hashem to dwell in the tents of Shem.

“Tents’ are where we learn and live Torah
Yoshev Ohalim... Studying as a means of connection to Hashem..
to understand in order to live with allegiance to Hashem

8)Greek Decrees: to eradicate behaviors that display allegiance to Hashem
Shabbat, Rosh Chodesh, Brit Mila
Also...Limud Torah* (hence Dreidel)

MEETING THE CHALLENGE OF YAVAN:

Behave in ways that display allegiance to Hashem and....
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Avot 5:20/23 Az-Bold/Strong as a Leopard to resist temptation toward evil -Rav Hirsch

*DO NOT LEARN TORAH AS AN INTELLECTUAL EXERCISE
Learn with kavana Imperative Understanding
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Bnei Yissaschar- “The original light is hidden in the 36 lights of Chanukah.”



