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Modern Orthodoxy in the 21st Century: 
 

Lecture IX: What does a Modern 
Orthodox Community Look Like?  

Strengths & Weaknesses of Mo 
Rabbi Moshe Shulman, Shaarei Shomayim Congregation, 

Spring 5766 
 
• Where Modern Orthodoxy Is At – And Where It Is Going?, Rabbi 

Dr. Shlomo  Riskin, Jewish Life, 1975 
• Is Modern Ortthodoxy an Endangered Species?, Rabbi Dr. Walter 

Wurzburger, Orthodox Caucus webs site 
• Modern Orthodoxy: Crisis and Solution, Rabbi Dr. Shmuel Singer 

(Congregation Beth Sholom, Providence, Rhode Island), 
Tradition 23(4) summer 1988 

 
1. Tradition 23:4, Summer 1988, Rabbi Dr. Shmuel Singer, 
Rabbi of Congregation Beth Shalom, Providence, Rhode 
Island. 

 
 

2. Rabbi Shlomo Riskin, Jewish Life, 1975, Where Modern 
Orthodoxy Is At and Where It Is Going? 
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MODERN ORTHODOX SYNAGOGUES 
 
(Produced by Yeshiva University, Wurzweiler School of Social 
Work, Dr. David Schnall) 
 
• Observe Halakhah in all ritual laws and customs 
 
A modern Orthodox synagogue will have a proper mehitzah.  It 
will follow the order of the services prescribed by the Shulhan 
Arukh.  The final arbiter of all ritual questions will be the rabbi. 
 
• Usually allow only those who share the 

synagogue’s commitment to Halakhic observance 
to serve as officers. 

 
Officers of a congregation are its public representatives and 
must conform in their personal lives and conduct to the highest 
traditional standards of ethical and ritual behavior. 
 
• Are centers of Torah learning, and campaigns for 

increased study. 
 
A modern Orthodox synagogue will encourage its members to 
engage in Torah study at all levels – youth & adult – for the 
sake of Torah Li’shmoh, and shall provide Jewish educational 
opportunities at the highest level for both men and women in all 
aspects of Jewish law, ritual, philosophy, custom, and history. 
 
• Seek to provide for the spiritual needs of women 

within the congregation, within the parameters of 
Halacha 

 
Modern Orthodox synagogues recognize the importance of 
providing spiritual fulfillment to all its members - including, 
and perhaps today especially – the women within the 
congregation.  They seek to find creative and meaningful 

avenues of religious and spiritual expression while respecting 
and advocating total compliance to the parameters of Jewish 
law and custom, Halakha and Minhag. 
 
• Participate in vital projects with the broader 

Jewish community 
 
Modern Orthodox synagogues recognize the value of Jewish 
solidarity and actively cooperate with non-Orthodox in matters 
of mutual or political concern.  This active cooperation can be 
the stepping stone for kiruv (outreach) programs, but need not 
necessarily be geared for that purpose. 
 
• Expect their members to support their local 

Orthodox day schools through enrollment and 
philanthropy. 

 
Modern Orthodox synagogues recognize the centrality of day 
school education. They encourage their congregants to enroll 
their children in modern orthodox day schools, take an active 
role in the day school philanthropy and provide public 
recognition of the contributions made to the community by 
students and teachers. 
 
• Advocate the values of Torah U’Madda 
 
Through sermons and adult education classes, a modern 
Orthodox synagogue will promote the values symbolized by the 
Yeshiva University motto: Torah U’Madda, in which Torah 
represents God’s word and Madda – His world.  This embodies 
recognition of the positive value of understanding and 
association with secular society by studying the arts and 
sciences, seeking professional fulfillment in the general 
workplace and engaging in social and political action. 
 
• Recognize the Religious Significance of the State 

of Israel 
 
A modern Orthodox synagogue will give positive recognition to 
the hand of God in Jewish history through the recitation of 
prayers for the State of Israel and the Israel Defense Forces.  
The synagogue should sponsor or participate in community-
wide celebrations for Yom Ha’Atzmaut and Yom Yerushalayim 
and commemorations for Yom Ha’Shoah and Yom Ha’Zikaron.  
In times of crisis for Israel, it will conduct the recitation of 
Psalms and participate in other forms of political action.  These 
synagogues will also expect their members to support the State 
of Israel through tourism and philanthropy. 
 


